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. The most common example of this pressure is manifested by restrictions on international aid, loans, and technical and military assistance to nations that disregard the sanctity of human rights. Although much is know about the authoritarian state (O'Donnell et al., 1986; Scarpaci, 1988) , little is known about the spatial dimensions of social protest which lead to their downfall. Human geographers have actively pursued studies about landscapes of peace and war (Brunn, 1987; Cutter et al., 1986; Cutter, 1988 ), yet their approach has not enlisted gender as an analytical category within a political economy framework, grounded by qualitative research. As Brunn observed in his recent review of the literature on landscapes of war and peace: 'In repressive totalitarian societies, there may be no recognized legitimate peace landscape; and anti-military gatherings, protests, and publicity are prohibited' (Brunn, 1987: 253) . Why, then, did the Southern Cone generals return to the barracks? Part of the answer proposed in this article lies with the gendered role of social protest.
Our approach to state terror and protest stems in part from Giddens (1979) , who observed there is a need to deconstruct or 'unpack' social events to understand important processes of class struggle. Yet he also warns that it is 'banal and uninstructive ' (p. 202) to observe that all human activity occurs at particular times in particular places. With this caveat in mind, the study of the struggle for human rights can be instructive only if state actions and the struggle of the oppressed against state terrorism are placed into a broader context. As such, we wish to address the role of state terror and the use of public and private spaces to illuminate how the terrorist state legitimates itself, and how the oppressed both denounce this terror and contribute to regime downfall. Our argument is that women human-rights activists seized on the contradictions of gender roles and dichotomies of public and private spaces in order to bring world attention to the problem and to discredit authoritarian rule. A major premise is that within human geography, feminist theory holds explanatory value because of its attention to power relations (Rose, 1990) . Moreover, feminist perspectives provide us an alternative conceptualization of the shift of power in the geopolitical debate about redemocratization in the Southern Cone, and afford us with more careful attention to the role of culture and ideology in shaping domination within the city (Connel, 1987; Fraser, 1989; Driver, 1991 (El Pais, 11 November, 1987) . Zwi and Ugalde (1989: 634) (Herring, 1966) (Stover and Nightingale, 1985: 8-9 (Scarpaci, 1990 Langguth, 1978; Benfeldt-Zarchrisson, 1988 (Davrieux, 1987) My idea of subversion is that of the left-wing terrorist organizations. Subversion or terrorism of the right is not the same thing. When the social body of the country has been contaminated by a disease that corrodes its entrails, it forms antibodies. These antibodies cannot be considered in the same way as germs. As the government controls and destroys the guerrilla, the action of the antibody will disappear, as is already happening. It is only a natural reaction to a sick body (LCIHR, 1979: 3-4 (Trinquier, 1974: 49 (LCIHR, 1979: 18-19 (Table 3 ). The protest of these violations followed a gendered logic, to which we now turn.
III The gendering of landscapes
The concept of the gendering of landscapes is important in understanding both state-terror (Stevens, 1973; Jacquette, 1989; Elshtain, 1990) . In doing so, the gendering of landscapes redefined the artificial boundaries of public and private places.
1 Gender as analytical category Our focus here is to explain the use of gender as an analytical category. Following Scott (1988: 42) , we approach gender as an analytical category in two broad ways. First, gender . is a construct defined by the perceived differences between the sexes because it is a key structure of social relations. As noted before, this particular construct of gender is grounded firmly in Latin American culture. Secondly, gender points to relationships of power and identifies how power is expressed in certain societies. In that vein, gender becomes 'one of the recurrent references by which political power has been conceived, legitimated, and criticized. It refers to but also establishes the meaning of male/female opposition' (Scott, 1988: 48-49) . This concept of gender as an analytical category provides the theoretical validity (Kirk and Miller, 1986: 22) for understanding how authoritarian regimes and human-rights movements struggle over the mapping and meaning of urban spaces.
2 Public detention and private abduction Eckstein (1989) (Figure 2 ). Denying protesters' repeated requests to allow impartial human-rights observers to inspect these buildings discredited the regime. The power of protest focused national and international media attention on state terror.
Not all public places of detention were as centrally located as public buildings in the downtown areas of large cities, and this weakened the protest against state terror. On the grounds of national security and military law, the armed and security forces had a legitimate right to deny public access to examine their installations. Thus, for example, although the Navy Mechanics School in Buenos Aires was renowned as a place of detention and torture, few could inspect the facility (Michaud, 1987 (Table 5) . Punitive measures include imprisonment, exile, the loss of one's job, or even death (Agosin, 1989: xi (Griffin and Ford, 1980; Sargent, 1982) . It is the heart of the city, flanked by the old town hall (cabildo) and the presidential palace (Casa Rosada (Messerschmidt, 1986; Daly and Wilson, 1988) . In turn, power and masculinity are tied closely to violence and aggression. In this way 'male to male confrontations are also confrontations of masculinity; a means of testing and establishing power in relation to other men' (Alder, 1992: 269) .
Avoiding male to male confrontation over human rights in Argentina, therefore, afforded some advantages to female protesters, but it did not grant them carte blanche. The founder of the Madres de la Plaza de Mayo, Azucena Villaflor de Vicenti, along with 11 I other members, disappeared in 1978. Moreover, a quarter of the disappeared were women, and of those, 10% may have been pregnant when they were arrested (Agosin, 1989: 17). Women's seizure of and protest in public places may have even provoked greater violence against them because of their allegedly egregious violations of gender roles. Bunster-Burotto's account captures the essence of this punishment:
In the state torturers' efforts to force confessions, elicit information, or to punish, a pattern in structure and in content is clearly discernible. These common elements experienced by female political prisoners in violent sexual attacks upon her body and psyche are consciously designed to violate her sense of herself, her female human dignity. The combination of culturally defined moral debasement and physical battering is the demented scenario whereby the prisoner is to undergo a rapid metamorphosis from madonna -'respectable woman and /or mother' -to whore ... this violent sexual treatment administered by the state ... magnifies the women's already subservient, prescribed, passive, secondary position in Latin American society and culture (Bunster-Burotto, 1986: 288) . The military's response to family members of the disappeared who made enquiries to government officials was to blame the victim, and women bore the brunt of these accusations. In Argentina, the police and military would blame the women for raising subversive children. In Chile, authorities had the audacity to claim repeatedly that their children had never been bom. These testimonies of women working in a human-rights organization and a sewing co-operative are taken from the videos (with English subtitles and narration), ' (Agosin, 1989: 19) . The civic ritual of marching regularly in the most public of Argentine spaces is a statement of the outrage and despair these mothers, wives, and sisters must bear. Agosin describes the civic ritual this way:
The mothers continue to create a feminine poetic imagery in their pilgrimages around the Plaza de Mayo. During these demonstrations, the Mothers wear kerchiefs embroidered with the names of their missing children. Their bound and covered hair symbolizes pain and mourning. Many women carry, or attach to their bodies photographs of the missing, proving that their children existed and showing the bond between their own bodies and those of their offspring. The symbols of the kerchief and the photographs have caught the public's imagination, but there are also other acts that enlighten the world and form a link in the chain of human solidarity (Agosin, 1989: 21) .
In essence, the mothers must personify the missing, to prove they were just not statistics in dusty police files. As a catalyst to the social movement of human rights in Argentina and Latin America (which we address later), their weekly meetings were also organized to create new strategies of protest. Significantly, the Madres de la Plaza de Mayo were the only civic group to oppose the Malvinas/Falkland War publicly (Agosin, 1989: 34 (Figure 3 ). Within minutes, patrolling carabineros (policemen) radio to headquarters that a demonstration is underway. Reinforcements, mostly patrolmen, rush to the protest site.
Our interviews with the protesters as well as witnessing about 40 demonstrations through the perspective of participant observers, complete participants, and observer Figure 3 Sources: authors' field notes, participants (Babbie, 1989: 264-66) The roles of women, feminism, and human-rights protests have been a neglected theme in the transition from authoritarianism to democracy in the Southern Cone (cf. Jaquette, 1989) . We suggest these roles have joined forces in the realm of urban social protest. This protest, forming a consistent gendered logic between male and female and public and private, has brought in participants from across class lines. In this regard, we may conceptualize the gendering of landscapes as a new social movement because it crosses class lines (Slater, 1985; Laclau and Mouffe, 1985 (Eckstein, 1989 (Smith, 1986: 526) .
Public spaces are an essential focus for the voices of the oppressed and disenfranchised under authoritarian rule. Dear's (1980) notion of a public city can be useful in forming a geography of human rights, if by this we are concerned with the city as 'an asylum without walls'. The concept of a truly public city entails the politics of exclusion. In Dear's original paper, he referred to service-dependent groups' access to treatment facilities. By extension, we may apply this idea of exclusion and public asylum to opponents of the military regime in power and supporters of human and civil rights in many corners of the world. Only by the dialectical use of the city centre as places that contain historical landmarks and public institutions, as well as the settings for public protest, can nonviolent change topple military rule. Unquestionably, the return of the generals to their barracks has been hastened by the kinds of civil protest described in Santiago and Buenos Aires.
Geographers, ever sensitive to the subtleties of scales of analysis, can profit from largerscale studies of human-rights groups. Though megatheories are useful in understanding broad trends in the global dynamics of the world economy, we need to allow for interpretations based on the 'voluntarism and left conflicts grounded in noneconomic relationships' (Eckstein, 1989: 3). Accordingly, then, what are the implications of the struggle for human rights in the Southern Cone now that the transition to democracy (i.e., civilian rule) has been completed? Garret6n (1989: 263) (Timerman, 1981) . Regular sounds of automobile traffic, commercial airlines, and factory whistles are being used to estimate distance from transport arteries and commercial landmarks in order to locate detention centres. By finding where they were detained and tortured, this sort of historic 'wayfinding' (see Jackle et al., 1976) 
